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ROLE OF THE CHIEF 

SCIENTIST
• Advisor

• Advocate • Representative

NASA Administrator, 

Executive Council, 

AA’s, advisory 

committees, and other 

agency leadership

Executive Office of the 

President (OMB, 

OSTP, National 

Science and 

Technology Council), 

and legislative branch, 

Science community, 

international community, 

other agencies, 

academic and industry 

partners, public and 

media



INTERDEPENDENCE
- INTERNAL -

• Working with Office of the Chief Technologist to ensure science requirements 

and technology development are tightly coupled

• Working with center and HQ leadership through Science Council to preserve 

scientific integrity across all NASA funded research

• Working across directorates to ensure opportunities for leveraging dollars across 

all science disciplines are identified and implemented

• Working with the Communications Coordinating Council to communicate the 

value of NASA science, and build bridges to ensure all science disciplines are 

highlighted

• Partnering with the Office of Human Capital Management to research options for 

providing agency-wide development opportunities for emerging science 

communicators at NASA



INTERDEPENDENCE
- EXTERNAL -

• Working with OSTP on issues related to public access to federally funded 

scientific research data and results, digital data management, and government-

wide science policies

• Participating on National Science and Technology Council committees on topics 

including federal use of ISS, integration within agency and across agencies on 

helium4 supply, photonics and optics, and scientific collections

• Interfacing with the science community to communicate and listen to concerns 

regarding NASA’s plans toward implementation of decadal surveys

• Interfacing with the international community to communicate NASA’s overall 

science strategy and encourage collaboration

• Listening to and interfacing with the public to understand where public interest, 

concern and support lie for NASA’s science investments



www.nasa.gov/chiefscientist


